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Ahstracet

Foanzala Das com be called a modern- dis Draupadi who s Uy o ind her place

pludiovocentrie seciety For her explanation, <he cloendates herselt os Woman wiiter who

Bds herselCat Faudt i the plotsand settngs of e cenmmuoniy s Nade wiiters woere

perfectionmises at finding ass in w omen's SWrings St she could no step adoriny the

somens wotme and quotes iots wayds- “degree al érmenl enthusissag furs no fogieat

relaton o the quabine of die work When women show alent, erincal enthustism drops o the

1

freczine poind

Noevwonds: Rewritng, Wonen ¢ antemporan e Fenmmst Ldenui

Waniers linve acknoyg bedged Kamala Das as e fost Indo-Taoaehsh waman poct who

W e ey about fey fenialeness 1o ia one ol the well knoswn contemporan Tndn
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WOMen wriers who s owrien ;mluhinggmplmnl povels. essavy on culire and sociens.

numerots short stories m Malayalin and a fow well-recen ed anthologies of poctnvin Frghsh

Fler works hinve been translated mto thirty Indan and Toreign Tnguages. Nany of hershor

stories have heen made mto [Ums, and some nom ies han e also been made about her hife.

Das has heen considered o vebel with s cause tvine o voree the vorceless. tHer

contemporary veneration has admired her siee her fiest collection ol poctes. Summer in
Cealewre, was pubhished n 19635, Ller provocative poems are well known for therr unilmchingiy
honest exploratons ol the sell” and female sexuality, highlighting the women's roles i
waditional Indian socicty. Her unusual imagery and disunctly female Indian persona bave olten
been lauded. Das's strength les in the spontancity with which she records *her most private
responses. an uninbibuedness whicheven now is more or less umque in the ndian context. She
has endured much m her lite and wrote about i her poetry }'ug;n’tling fssues such as
childmarriage. maritairape. and teen motherbood which s hardhy uncommon i bndia. She
contributes 1o modem Indianbnghsh poctry by makimg pubhic mimate agonies and nstehis
Concerning Wonmen's psyehie experiences. much ol which Bas Lo indden Tor centuries i ihe
fenuie privite sedtol

G bt volume ol poetin . St in Caleuttal Luna) was published by Tverestress
moSew brelh and contamed Ly pocims varted morange but wilh dommant tone ol obd
eubersinee. In 1967 Dax's second volume ob verse. Ihe Dexcenduniy was pubhished by the
Woniers Workshop, ICcamied stilas themes o love. senuil desies and explonmye aswoimin
role. as exprossed m her fist volume. Tlowever. it had less ol an unnnhibied abandon and
Ahindant enthustasin for Hife than e Tistvolume: Perbaps her crow g responsibitities i

mother durmg her composition of Zle Doseendanns had asomew hat soberme eflect asnn

pocims continn e shadow of suerdes discase. and old ave.
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SIMAR T MOVES TOURNAL HELEH

OrientLongman published herthird collection. The Ofd Plavhouse and Other Pocms.
FOT Crines say that 1 s the book of anolder woman. ven fhe Deseendens had o cerain
youthiulness about 1 becanse disenchantment. evinersme and despan had been new emotions
Flus sense ol novehy s absent from the thid volimmes where o detimte feehmg of having B ed
le i all ies variety manifests wsell

Her amobiogiaphy contmms numerous accounts of df health dnoughout her i Bikely
o have influenced the creasing number of relerences (o illness. fatieoce. and death in her
pociry. JTe Anameatar Poems (19851, Das's fourth volume, was written during her vacation at
the Anamudi Hills w Tanud Nadu alter her defeat in the 1984 parliamentary eleciions.

Das's poctry has been widely anthologized in India, Australia. and the West and sne
recenved many avwards and honors. including the Kerala Sahitya Academy award forberwnnme
i Matavatam (1969). the Chomanial avard for fearfess journalism (1971 andibe ASEAR
World Prize (1983), n 1984, <he was nonunated for the Nobel Prize inbiterure {Ramals
Surivial 20004050 She is alvo the only tndian Enghish poet exer o pubiish a full-leneth
autobioeraphy. Ve Seorvo which was fiestsenahized e e aNTumbin-based week v, and
then tssued m book Torm by Sterling Publishers in 1970,

Cohenel Do and her husband were sonunpeatiy mcompanble thassauioiouraphy

v erssadls ddeserthes s homosezual hasons, cmotonal abuseneetect. and supposed
i tercnce tovwards her estromarial alfansy N adhavaadwin s supported her wriime, s
cnentoned by her e her seorkecDrinemg onrehiows and domestic imagerny o explore isense
ol sdentity, ey resalis speaks of menselvpersonal expenences. mcludmy her greasth e

woomanhond . her unanceessiol quesl forfoy e Doth meand outsde of e, her fousicaton

sith the iposahon ol sociafconyentions on e and her ble mcurad Sowd indaatier inheny

et aneestead home
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Das is the only Indian writer so Grm Enghsh o oead the challenging untrodden area

(R0

ploring and sharing one's eaperience ias a body by “discarding the superticiality of others who

o prapple with tie acuie problems ol ther existence while avording anv 1ath about thewr
badies.!' | agree that Das never shies away lrom confronting her bodv with unparalleled sincerity
and openness. T takes power © make one's will hecome « reality. This blunt. conlessional
honesty us - foundation for her emotional, psychologieal. sociological. and  spiritual
(»10\'cl(>;1i11c111. Even a quick skim through Das's moreerotic poems. or autobiography reveals
her bold and unconstrained creativity i thes area. What further adds o the uniquencss of b
poctry as the high degree of intensity and the almost compulsive candor present m her poctic
vaice. as well as whatNabar (1994:19) describes as a disregard for "nice” feminine
concealments and agaressively independent assessment of the man-woman relationship.
Despue her rebelhon agamst the normis of graditional Indian moraliy concermng hey
tove Bl she was always aware ol her deviation from the expectations that her gender, society.
and ol as aowafe mposed upon her, Often she retumns o her culturaliv dedined self only 1o be
temimded oF her inability or unwillingness o hive Tollowing the culiural Prescrplion: as
chserved. o sueh a vaallanon between the tradiionally defimed role model and her
vearning 1o cane out an undehned. mdependent role for herseld SPrIES an apparent
tcansisteney i her narrative. Tor which she has often been blaned ' AL times herwriting can
seonn frustratmedy equivocal. but 1 think (s meonsisteney reveals the conthiet within her
also secounts tor the faet tha although she challenges cortam popularly held culiurl behels
Caach s these about arranged marnages and a0 woman's 1ole). her wrihng may suall be
tterpreicdias JCRmImg aeeerinn conseryatsme o w hat Hanevead s n hndianness of senstbiin
Despite her frequent entersm of restreiny e socrto-cultueal tadions and nons i hes

worthowhich often sives her o vtng the impression of beie el els liberad, fier poems reseal
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that her mindser s entrenched  msmulachs disermimatory thimkmge. Duce 1o patrizareha!
assumptions about the superiority ol the miztleexpernenve. the work of Indion women w mers
has traditianally been undernyalued v contributed o this prejudice hecause most ol these wonen
W rite about the enclosed domesue space and the women's biised perceptions of ihen experience
within it Consequently. e wark is bebeyed to automatically vank them below the POSTHONS
of males who deal with "weightier” themes.

Indianwomen writers in Fnghsh are subject 10 a second prejudice, this tme from
regional counterparts who feel that the Englishwriters are removed from the harsh realities
ofindran life. This is hecause proficiency m English is available only to those i the cducation
and thus more alfluent elasses. So a frequent judgment ss made that the writers and thew works
beione wo ahigh (and therefore more solated or "Westernised') socsal straiun. The anposiiion
al the English language v the system ol Tndian education and Hierature by Britsh mperabsts
and Indian wiiters in English is sometimes frowned upon hecause many eritics view !'m'it Use
af Bnehsh as a posteolonid e actvity, Das hersell dismissed the pohties of Tanguape

Front dus metaphs sieal desire. she mitiates @ newquest lor denuiy.d behove kamala
I3z used poctry 1o brimg horsell o step closer o ataming her desies Tor amotional fulflinem
and quellmg withm her the confhet benween warring aspects ol her identinies, Phas the poct

Penns ey er the seeker sometmies exhlarated, more often tearful, bur alway s insatiable.
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